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The Occult  
 

 

 

What is the Occult:  The word means hidden or secret.  The term refers to paranormal beliefs 

and practices,  supernatural phenomena that is not godly or based on the principles of the Bible.  

It includes magic, witchcraft, sorcery, demonology, divination, etc.  The Scriptures condemn 

occult practices in no uncertain terms:  1 Timothy 4:1, Jeremiah 27:9-10, Deuteronomy 18:9-14.  

It is important to understand that while evil, occult forces may be real, but they are in direct 

opposition to God and His commands (e.g., see Exodus 7:11-12, 2 Tim. 3:8).  Various forms of 

occult belief and activity will be reviewed. 

 

Divination:  Divination is the seeking for secret or hidden knowledge through the use of 

supernatural means.  This may seeking the future, or the present unknown.  All forms of 

divination are condemned in Deut. 18:10-12 and Zech. 10:2).  This would include all modern 

forms: Tarot cards, Ouija boards, palmistry, water dowsing, scrying (using crystal balls, mirrors, 

or water), reading tea leaves, numerology, etc. 

 

There are some specific forms of divination that are mentioned and denounced in the Bible: 

 

 Hepatscopy - divination by examining the liver of an animal (Ezek. 21:21). 

 Incubation - sleeping in a shrine or a tomb to hear from the dead (Isa. 65:4). 

 Rhabdomancy - using a divining rod (Hosea 4:12). 

 By arrows - (Ezek. 21:21). 

 From a tree - (Judges 9:37). 

 With teraphim - using idols or ancestor images (1 Sam. 15:23, Zech.10:2, Ezek. 21:21). 

 

God considers divination a serious enough sin that because of it He caused Israel to led away 

captive (2 Kings 17:16-17).  A common theme of the Old Testament is the true ineffectiveness of 

divination as compared with the work of God (e.g., Micah 3:6-7). 

 

 Astrology:  Astrology is a specific form of divination.  It is the belief that man's destiny is 

influenced by  the stars and planets.  The belief was originally founded upon the ancient 

Babylonian worship of the planets as gods (cf. 2 Ki. 21:5).   It is expressly condemned in Isa. 

47:13, 2 Kings 23:5 and Amos 5:26.  The failure of astrology as compared with God's power is 

seen in Daniel 2:1-11, 27ff. 

 

Witchcraft and Sorcery:  This is the manipulation of nature through supernatual means.  It 

includes the religious systems of witchcraft, magic and sorcery, and psychic phenomena.  It is 

expressly condemned in the Bible:  Exodus 22:18, Deut. 18:10-11. Micah 5:12, Gal. 5:20-21, 

Rev. 21:8 and Rev. 22:14-15.  The Greek word for sorcery is pharmakeia.  We derive our word 

"pharmacy" from this.  It implies a use of drugs in the workings of magic.  It should be noted that 

drugs and magic go together.  The denouncing of this practice in Gal. 5:20, Rev. 9:21 and 18:23 

thus indicates that all magic potions, brews, and the use of drugs for spiritual ends are sinful.  

The Bible also speaks against charming, or enchanting (Deut. 18:11, Isa. 19:3). 



 

 

 

Using chants, magic words, and incantations are expressly denounced in the Scriptures:   

Isa. 8:19, Lev. 19:26, 2 Kings 21:6.  This practice may also be alluded to in 2 Tim. 3:13, where 

the word translated as "seducers" literally means to wail, or to utter low tones and  magical 

formulas.  The use of various types of amulets and charms is dealt with in Gen. 34:1-4, Isa. 3:18, 

Judges 8:21 & 26, and Hosea 2:2.  It should be noted that when the people of Ephesus accepted 

Christ that they totally destroyed their books of magic (Acts 19:18-20). 

 

 Necromancy:  This specifically refers to divination through communicating with the dead.  In a 

more general sense it can refer to the modern practices of spiritualism, seances, channeling, use 

of mediums, Ouija boards, ghosts, poltergeists, etc.  Scriptures vehemently denounces these 

practices (as in Isaiah 8:19-20 and Deut. 18:11.  It is because of this practice that Saul lost his 

kingdom (1 Sam. 28:5-20 with 1 Chron. 10:13-14).   

 

 

Wizardry:  The Bible also prohibits dealing with familiar spirits, which are supposedly the 

spirits of deceased persons.  There is no uncertainty about the sinfulness of this practice (Lev. 

19:31, Lev. 20:6 & 27, 2 Chron. 33:6 and 2 Ki. 21:6).  Another Hebrew term, yid'oni, is used for 

this practice.  It is translated "wizard," but literally means a "knowing one" or "wise one."  Thus, 

it is someone who claims to have special knowledge gained through spirit contacts (cf. 

channeling and mediums).  These individuals are condemned in Deut. 18:11 and 2 Chron. 33:6. 

 

 

False religions and witchcraft:  Idolatry and the occult go hand in hand.  The Bible calls the 

desertion of God for the worship of false gods adultery, because it is infidelity to one's 

relationship with the Lord.  This linking of idolatry and witchcraft is seen in 2 Ki. 21:5-6, 2 Ki. 

9:22, Nahum 3:4, and  Malachi 3:5.  It is interesting to note that modern witchcraft groups call 

themselves pagans, and worship gods and goddesses, especially the Mother Goddess.  This is 

very similar to Jezebel's worship of Ashtoreth.  Also, they refer to their religion as "Wicca" 

which means "wisdom," or "wise craft."  (Compare this with the discussion of yid'oni above.)  

Another example is seen in the girl possessed with a spirit of divination in Acts 16:16-18.  The  

original Greek says that she was possessed by a "Pythian spirit."  This is a reference to the 

Python, a spirit that supposedly spoke through the oracle of Apollo at Delphi—a further link 

between pagan worship and demonic activity. 

 

 

Demonology:  The occult is nothing more or less than trafficking with demons.  The powers that 

sometimes are manifest through occult activities are demonic forces at work.  Scripture indicates 

the demonic origins of the occult very clearly:   Lev.17:7, Deut. 18:10-11, 1 Chron. 10:13, 

Isa. 19:3, 1 Cor. 10:19-20, Rev. 9:20-21.  

 

 

Reincarnation:  This is the belief that man returns to this earth after death, in another bodily 

form.  The concept is growing in popularity.  It is basic to a number of religions and 

philosophical  systems.  It is also to be found in witchcraft and spiritualism.  It is not dealt with 

directly in the Bible.  However, there are some relevant passages, e.g., Heb. 9:27, Luke 16:20-31, 

Rev. 20:5. 

 



 

 

 

Dealing With The Occult 

What does the Bible say about how we are to deal with these practices? 

 

1. We are to have nothing with the works of darkness (Eph. 5:11). 

 

2. Remember that Satan can appear as an angel of light, and his servants as ministers of 

light (2 Cor. 11:14-15). 

 

3. All occult practices must be completely avoided for the sake of our spiritual welfare.  The 

occult defiles us (see Lev. 19:31). 

 

4. Things that are part of the occult and pagan religion should not even be brought into our 

homes. They are to be destroyed so we will not be influenced by them (see Deut. 7:26). 

 

5. Never minimize the seriousness of these matters.  We sometimes think that some occult 

practices are just for fun.  But God abhors them, and considers them an abomination 

(Deut. 18:9-11).  He also says that whoever does these things is detestable to Him (Deut. 

18:12), and it was because of these practices that God wished the destruction of the 

nations of Canaan. 

 

6. Remember, the occult is a work of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-20), and as such the carnal nature 

 is attracted to it.  Furthermore, it only takes a little to corrupt (1 Cor. 5:6). 

  

7. Because of the defiling nature of the occult, once a person has been involved in it there 

tends to be a residual influence.  If you have ever been involved in any occult activity, no 

matter how seemingly innocent, then confess and root it out of your life.  In this area of 

our spiritual life, it is wise to be as specific as possible in confessing and repenting of 

occult sins. 

 

8. Never forget that we have authority over the Enemy (Luke 10:19) and that God will 

defeat  him under us (Rom. 16:20).  We have the Greater One in us (1 John 4:4) and do 

not need to fear! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Dangers Of Violent & Occult Entertainment 

 

1. There is usually a desensitization to the true nature of violence. 

 

2. A common consequence of watching horror movies, and other forms of occultic and 

violent entertainment is an equating of violence with pleasure, especially sexual. 

 

3. There are numerous academic study which demonstrate that watching violent  

 entertainment tends to encourage violent behavior on the part of those who view it. 

 

4. Teaches an unacceptable view of handling relationships, personal problems, and difficult 

 situations. 

 

5. Encourages an interest in death, destruction and the darker side of human life. 

 

6. There is a marked depreciation of the value of beauty. 

 

7. Fosters unreal expectations in dealing with life.  People often to become escapists in a 

fantasy world. 

 

8. Promotes an aggresive self-centeredness.  Control, dominance, and power become the 

goals of life; instead of submission, respect, humility and compassion. 

 

9. Engenders FEAR! 

 

10. Encourages interest and participation in ungodly practices. 

 

11. Occult entertainment exposes one to demonic influence. 
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